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Why is the NLCOG driving Shreveport into the past and not to the Future? Here 
are a few articles and papers that show communities around the world tearing 
down or planning to tear down inner-city interstate highways that have proven to 
result in disinvestment and deterioration of inner city neighborhoods. 
 
Are Freeways Doomed?; (Salon) 
 http://www.salon.com/2011/12/01/are_freeways_doomed/ 

Minneapolis, St. Louis, New Orleans, San Francisco and Souel South 
Korea are mentioned in this article as having or planning to tear down 
interstate highways. 

 
The Case for Tearing Down Urban Freeways; (Forbes) 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/timothylee/2011/11/15/the-case-for-tearing-
down-urban-freeways/ 
San Francisco, New York City and Philadelphia interstate / freeway 
demolition to improve urban quality of life. 
 

4 Cases of How Tearing Down A Highway Can Relieve Traffic Jams And Save 
Your City; (Infrasrtucturist) 

http://www.infrastructurist.com/2009/07/06/huh-4-cases-of-how-tearing-
down-a-highway-can-relieve-traffic-jams-and-help-save-a-city/ 
Seoul South Korea, Portland and San Francisco case studies of tearing 
down freeways to improve outcomes and reduce congestion. 
Excerpt:  “The Braess Paradox” established that the addition of extra 
capacity to a road network often results in increased congestion and 
longer travel times. 

 
Syracuse stretch of I-81 nears expiration date; (North County Public Radio)  

http://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/17800/20110615/syrac
use-stretch-of-i-81-nears-expiration-date 
Story of need to tear down an inner-city interstate to achieve better 
community outcomes. Excerpt: “The highway is our Berlin Wall, and you 
saw what happened when it came down…”  
 

Back to the Grid, Part 2: John Norquist on Reclaiming American Cities 
http://www.streetsblog.org/2009/03/30/back-to-the-grid-part-2-john-
norquist-on-reclaiming-american-cities/ 
Milwaukee demolition of an inner city freeway to improve the city. 
Interview with John Norquist on Streets Blog 

Excerpt: “You can of course defeat congestion. Environmentalists sometimes say that 

you can’t build your way out of congestion; that’s not true. It’s been done in Detroit, they 
built their way out of congestion. They built all these freeways all over Detroit and 
congestion is now probably their lowest priority problem. They have a lot of other 
problems, like they lost more than half their population, most of the jobs, the real estate 
values collapsed. They tore down all the streetcars by 1956 and built these freeways all 
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over the city. So it does work, if the only priority you have is reducing congestion, you can 
do it by building these giant roads across cities. But then it’ll hurt the city in every other 
way and they hurt the national economy too, because your cities are what really drive 
value.”… The feds don’t look at it [inner-city interstates] in terms of the economics. 
Traditionally, there’s three purposes for a road: movement, economic and social 
interaction. Those are the three things that traditionally a thoroughfare in an urban area 
did for thousands of years. That’s what it was. And then in the last 60 years it’s all dumbed 
down to just one thing -- vehicle movement -- and the other stuff doesn’t matter. Well 
that’s really stupid. The federal government collects a lot of taxes from hardworking 
people in the United States, and they shouldn’t just think that the only purpose of 
investment in transportation is through-traffic. 

 
Freeways without Futures (Congress of New Urbanism) 

http://www.cnu.org/highways/freewayswithoutfutures 
CNU top 10 prospect cities for interstate highway demolition for 2012. 

1. Alaskan Way Viaduct, Seattle, WA  
2. Sheridan Expressway, Bronx, NY 
3. The Skyway and Route 5, Buffalo, NY 
4. Route 34, New Haven, CT 
5. Claiborne Expressway, New Orleans, LA 
6. Interstate 81, Syracuse, NY 
7. Interstate 64, Louisville, KY 
8. Route 29, Trenton, NJ 
9. Gardiner Expressway, Toronto, ON 
10. 11th Street Bridges and the Southeast Freeway, 
Washington D.C. 
Excerpt: Cities around the world are replacing urban highways with surface streets, 

saving billions of dollars on transportation infrastructure and revitalizing adjacent land with 
walkable, compact development. Transportation models that support connected street 
grids, improved transit, and revitalized urbanism will make reducing gasoline dependency 
and greenhouse gas emissions that much more convenient. It pays to consider them as 
cities evaluate their renewal strategies — and as the U.S. evaluates its federal 
transportation and climate policy. 
 
Learn more about the Highways to Boulevards Initiative from CNU and the Center for 

Neighborhood Technology and explore the current campaigns that residents and inspired 
public officials are leading in Seattle and Buffalo. 

 
Claiborne Avenue expressway demolition gets support in report; (NOLA.com) 

http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2010/07/claiborne_avenue_express
way_de.html 
Excerpt from article: “Today… planners think that "high-speed freeway 
travel through urban downtowns is not necessary for urban mobility, due 
to the close proximity of destinations. A highly connected urban street grid 
provides a better way to move traffic to the complex array of destinations 
in a city." ” 

 
Freeway Removal Plans and Proposals (Removing freeways – restoring cities) 

http://www.preservenet.com/freeways/FreewaysPlansProposals.html 
Summary of 20 cities tearing down or planning the removal of freeways 

The Post-Interstate Era: Planning, Politics, and Policy since the 1970s 
http://jph.sagepub.com/content/early/2011/11/02/1538513211425786.abstract 
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Interstate Guide http://www.interstate-guide.com/  
 
 
Interstate and national Highway system and lessons learned 
http://www.interstate50th.org/docs/techmemo1.pdf  
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