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An official report on the Interstate 49 inner-city connector route won’t be released until the fall. But it appears 

residents preferred the “no-build” option at last month’s community meetings. 

Representatives of Providence Engineering – the Baton Rouge-based firm researching environmental impacts of the 

project – told NLCOG’s transportation policy committee last week that about 60 percent of those who filled out 

comment cards favored the “no-build” option. They estimated the number preferring a “no build” dropped to 50 

percent when considering verbal discussions at the three open-house style meetings held in December. 

Of the remaining residents who preferred the build option, the largest percentage favored route three. This is the 

route that will impact the least amount of residences, according a comparison matrix on the I-49 inner-city connector 

website. (The matrix illustrates worst case scenarios.) The route was designed to minimize the impact to Fuller 

Center for Housing of Northwest Louisiana property. 

The Fuller Center began building homes in Shreveport’s Allendale neighborhood in December 2005 in response to 

the influx of Hurricane Katrina evacuees. 

Two potential interchanges – one at Hearne Avenue and the other at Ford Street– were also designed. But 

representatives said the cost to build the Ford interchange may be too high. 

This seemed to concern Mayor Cedric Glover. At last week’s meeting, he questioned if the potential economic impact 

a Ford interchange would have on the Allendale community would be a consideration in the environmental impact 

study – which would designate a preferred route. 

Representatives agreed it would. 

The next step for Providence Engineering is to acquire more information on the no-build option from the Federal 

Highway Administration. A “no build” does not mean there would not be a cost, NLCOG officials learned. 

The “no-build” option would require improvements to the inner loop – which would connect motorists from the future I-

49 North at I-220 to the I-49 south interchange. But how much improvement and whether FHWA requirements for six 

lanes on new freeways would be applied is unknown. 

Representatives hope to have a better idea in February. 
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