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Research Bibliography from the Allendale Neighborhood 

Learning Community, “Loop-It” 
Transportation planning has experimented for over 50 years with cut-through limited access expressways. 

The original concept of the national interstate system was to connect cities across the country, not cut-

through them. The experiment changed the nature of cities. The promises of prosperity and convenience 

provided by cut-through expressways have proven untrue. Geographic expansion created a dilemma for 

cities losing population to suburban farmland development facilitated by these expressways. The recapture 

of population by annexation became a game for developers creating a Ponzi scheme illusion of growth and 

illusion of wealth for cities. What city leaders did not understand is that the convenience of driving fast to 

nowhere was creating the infrastructure for extracting local business ownership and providing inadequate 

new revenue sources to cover long-term costs of low-density geographic expansion. Business ownership 

has morphed from local to non-resident owned formula businesses that require expressways to subsidize 

their operations while they eliminate local ownership. Sales tax dependent government officials celebrate 

and subsidize big boxes, not understanding the importance of locally owned business that is shrinking while 

subsidizing their demise by paying taxes used to incentivize non-resident owned competition. The 

geographic dilution of city uniqueness into sameness, isolation, fear and mistrust has created apathy and 

hopelessness on the part of citizenry.  

The cut-through expressway experiment has created cost burdens on every aspect of local governance and 

city operations. Public school systems chase an ever-outward migrating population by building new edge 

schools and closing inner-city schools. Increasing school transportation budgets cuts into classroom 

funding. The illusions of savings by school consolidation into large schools has proved more expensive than 

maintaining a system of small schools that research shows have more graduates for dollar invested, 

particularly in inner-city areas challenged by “concentrated disadvantage”.  

The shrinking inner-city neighborhood populations are proven to be directly the result of cut-through 

expressways. Although many business leaders seem determined that more expressways will reverse the 

deterioration of downtowns, research has linked the beginning of the demise of downtowns to the advent 

of cut-through expressways. Additionally the increased cost of utilities, police, fire protection, healthcare 

are all attributable to growth patterns facilitated by cut-through expressways. City infrastructure – roads, 

pipes (water, sewer, gas), electricity grid, waste and public transportation – are all suffering from neglect 

primarily induced by the cut-through expressway Ponzi scheme. The bills are coming due. The situation is 

dire and the wealthiest among us cannot afford to live in cities like Shreveport if citizens paid the actual 

cost. It is time to roll up your sleeves and mistrust purveyors of conventional wisdom. Recognize old ways 

are not working well and urban cut-through expressways are part of the old ways. They do not bring 

prosperity, but austerity. 

Our hope is in learning together we can grow our collective creative capacities to change our communities. 

The path to the future begins with us. We invite you to come join the Allendale Learning Community. We 

are focused on finding better alternatives to city-killing cut-through expressways. This document contains a 
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bibliography of articles, research papers, podcasts and videos shared on the Loop-It 49 Facebook Page. This 

research supports the following neighborhood organization positions: 

 Separate Local business traffic from through traffic – mixing both categories of traffic creates 

congestion, pollution and reduction in business activity. 

 A business boulevard is a reasonable alternative for local traffic. When designed as a “complete 

street the vibrancy and uniqueness of a community can thrive. 

 Through traffic can use the existing loop without improvements. Improving expressway standards 

seems part of the Ponzi scheme of killing cities with cycles of widening expressways to induce 

congestion requiring guess what? Yes, widening expressway. 

 

Research supporting boulevards as 
faster, better and cheaper alternatives to 
cut-through expressways: 
StrongTowns Mission Statement. (3.14.2016 Loop-It post) …principles for Strong Towns from the web site 

and great wisdom for Shreveport and Allendale's Learning Community to openly consider… 

These 7 American Cities will compete for $40 million to Create Transportation Utopias. March 12, 2016 

Alissa Walker article for GIZMODO (3.14.2016 Loop-It post) Well, Shreveport did not make the cut. The 

boulevard as Smarter49 ICC was a great opportunity to be competitive in this challenge. If only leadership in 

Shreveport would embrace the future and join Allendale's Learning Community. 

Ten Reasons for a New American Dream.  March 14, 2016 article by Robert Steuteville for Public Square, A 

CNU Journal. (3.14.2016 Loop-It post) This article provides 10 reasons why a boulevard is the smarter49 ICC 

for Shreveport. 

Loop-It 49. March 7, 2016 video by Prodigal Son documenting the March 5, 2016 Allendale learning 

Community information march and rally (3.7.2016 Loop-It post) 

Allendale community stages march, rally to raise awareness about I-49. March 5, 2016 Shreveport Times 

online report by Lex Talamo. (3.5.2016 Loop-It post) 

Highways to Boulevards – reclaiming urbanism and restoring cities. October 25, 2013 video by the 

Congress for New Urbanism. There is a growing movement to removing aging urban highways to restore 

neighborhoods and revitalize our cities. The Congress for the New Urbanism (CNU) believes that teardowns 

offer an attractive option for cities struggling with aging highway infrastructure. The strategies are proving 

themselves in adding value and restoring urban neighborhoods decimated by highway construction. 

(2.29.2016 Loop-It post) 

Citizens Hire Firm to Evaluate Highway Department’s Work and make Recommendations. February 23, 

2016 article by Tim McKuin and Cary Tyson for MoveArkansas. (2.24.2016 Loop-It post) Here is a great 

example of community leadership supporting local brainpower. Shreveport leaders seem to quash new 

http://www.strongtowns.org/mission#mission-statement
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/597789453712107
http://gizmodo.com/these-7-american-cities-will-compete-for-40-million-to-1764431906
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/597542807070105
https://www.cnu.org/publicsquare/ten-reasons-new-american-dream
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/597773670380352
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/594454830712236
http://www.shreveporttimes.com/story/news/2016/03/05/allendale-community-stages-march-rally-raise-awareness--49/81320202/#_=_
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/593793820778337
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_6zx72SS_Y
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/591760654314987
http://movearkansas.blogspot.com/2016/02/citizens-hire-firm-to-evaluate-highway.html
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/589662594524793
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thinking like the Allendale Learning Community advocating the boulevard alternative. Do you think 

Shreveport leaders might learn from the Little Rock example? 

Claiborne Avenue: Past, Present and Future. May 11, 2012 video from CNU. (2.21.2016 Loop-It post) Good 

short video that shows the economic realities of cut-through expressways and plans to tear down I-10 over 

Claiborne Avenue in NOLa. 

Moving Beyond the Autobahn: Germany’s New Bike Highways. February 18, 2016 article by Christian 

Schwagerl for the Yale Environment 360 and republished on Resilience. (Loop-It post 2.19.2016) Germany is 

once again stepping into the future to improve the quality of cities with bike highways, embracing the 

beauty of complexity that makes for truly great and lasting cities.  

FHWA Safety - Roundabouts and Mini Roundabouts. Intersection information relevant to inner-city 

boulevards (Loop-It post 2.10.2016) 

Rethinking The Urban Freeway – options for Rebuilding, Replacing, Altering or Otherwise Addressing 

Aging Freeways, November 2013 report from The Mayors Innovation Project of the Center on Wisconsin 

Strategy (COWS) “Across the country urban freeways are at the end of their design lives and cities are 

wrestling with the question of how to deal with them. Cities have the opportunity to rethink, remove, or 

repurpose urban freeway space. Freeway conversion can address environmental and social justice harm and 

result in significant local economic and social benefits. Converting or removing an urban freeway will need 

the backing of a wide spectrum of stakeholders to move forward.” (Loop-It post 2.10.2016) 

From Highway to Boulevard, February 3, 2016 article by James Kennedy for Strong Towns (Loop-It post 

2.4.2016) Our movement from highways to boulevards is growing again. Providence RI is tearing down 

an old expressway that promised prosperity and delivered misery. 

The Road to Opportunity – Anthony Foxx, Secretary of the U.S. Department of Transportation A January 

2016 video of Secretary Fox address describing the Opportunities Challenge to transform transportation 

planning. (Loop-It post 2.1.2016) 

Houston Mayor Calls for “Paradigm Shift” Away From Highway Widening. January 29, 2016 by Angie 

Schmitt for StreetsBlog USA  Newly elected Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner gave a remarkable speech 

yesterday in Austin [PDF], calling on the state to change its transportation priorities and stop pouring 

billions into widening highways. (Loop-It post 1.30.2016) 

With a Year Left, U.S. Transportation Secretary Sets New Goals. January 26, 2016 article by Daniel Vock for 

Governing The States and Localities. Foxx added two more items that resonate with him personally to his 

packed agenda. First, he wants to tear down -- or at least improve -- transportation infrastructure that 

isolates communities. Second, he wants to find a way for cities to get federal transportation money directly, 

rather than have it flow almost exclusively through states. If successful, Foxx would reverse decades of 

policy. (Loop-It post 1.29.2016) 

Despite proposed I-49 route, Allendale residents push for community revitalization. January 21, 2015 

story by Alanna Quillen for KTBS channel 3…instead of the interstate cutting through their neighborhood, 

Wiley and her neighbors have an idea to turn that path into an economic boulevard. The boulevard would 

start at I-49 and I-20 at Murphy Street, running along Pete Harris and north Market Street. (Loop-It post 

1.23.2016) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lw-kuORzF4M
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/588538721303847
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2016-02-18/moving-beyond-the-autobahn-germany-s-new-bike-highways?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=facebook&utm_source=socialnetwork
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2016-02-18/moving-beyond-the-autobahn-germany-s-new-bike-highways?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=facebook&utm_source=socialnetwork
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/587452141412505
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/intersection/innovative/roundabouts/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/583780061779713
http://www.mayorsinnovation.org/images/uploads/pdf/SURDNA_freeway_brief.pdf
http://www.mayorsinnovation.org/images/uploads/pdf/SURDNA_freeway_brief.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/583765671781152
http://www.strongtowns.org/journal/providence-6-10-connector-remove
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/581310542026665
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/581310542026665
https://vimeo.com/151957419
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/580298562127863
http://usa.streetsblog.org/2016/01/29/houston-mayor-calls-for-paradigm-shift-away-from-highway-widening/
http://usa.streetsblog.org/author/angie/
http://usa.streetsblog.org/author/angie/
http://usa.streetsblog.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2016/01/Talking-points-Mayor-Turner-at-Tx-Trans-Commn-3.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/579488145542238
http://www.governing.com/topics/transportation-infrastructure/gov-anthony-foxx-infrastructure-funding.html
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/579054578918928
http://www.ktbs.com/story/31028821/despite-proposed-i-49-route-allendale-residents-push-for-community-revitalization#.VqKSiyduQaU.facebook
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/576608799163506
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/576608799163506
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LR City Board to consider urging highway department to broaden I-30 options, by Max Brantley  

January 09, 2016, Arkansas Times article discussing boulevard alternative. (Loop-It 49 post 1.19.2016) 

Boulevard proposed for I-30 in downtown Little Rock, By Noel Oman , Arkansas Online (Arkansas 

Democrat Gazette), January 18, 2016 (Loop-It 49 post 1.19.2016) 

Interstate 49: To Build or Not to Build, by Jennifer Hill, published in Heliopolis, an online magazine, 

1.11.2016 (Loop-It 49 posted 1.11.2016) 

The Smart Math of Mixed-Use Development, by Joseph Minicozzi, January 23, 2013 article posted on 

Planetizen (Loop-It post 12.4.2015) Are cities across the country acting negligently in ignoring the property 

tax implications of different development types? Joseph Minicozzi thinks so, and he's done the math to 

prove it. 

Dawn of a New Dallas, April 29, 2015 video by the Coalition for a New Dallas Action, It's time to reunite 

our city, and tear down I-345. Join the Coalition for a New Dallas. coalitionforanewdallas.org.. "The value 

was never in the highways, but in the places and the people and the neighborhoods below it..." (Loop-It49 

post 11.23.2015)  

One of America’s Most Auto-Centric Cities Ditches the Car – Indianapolis has transformed itself into a 

walkable bicycling metropolis—and if you still need a car, there’s an electric option. Article by Melanie 

Haiken for “takepart”, October 28, 2015 (Loop-It49 post 11.18.2015) 

Oakland moving in right direction with idea to replace I-980, By John King, November 14, 2015 article 

published in the San Francisco Chronicle (Loop-It49 post 11.15.2015) 

Loop-It meeting report by John Perkins (Loop-It post 11.11.2015) 

Another milestone for Allendale. Celebrate the progress with our neighbors. Post by Willie Bradford 

(Loop-It49 post 10.29.2015) 

How The Decline Of Cars Is Changing Cities For The Better…Dense downtowns, public transit and walkable 

streets attract young residents and have economic, environmental and health benefits. October 16, 2015 

article by National Reporter Kate Abbey-Lambertz for the Huffington Post. (Loop-It49 post 10.22.2015) 

City of Glass – American Cities can take away a lot from Vancouver – a walkable, bikeable chic community 

with more friendly people than freeways. October 2015 article in American Way by Eric Celeste (Loop-It49 

post 10.16.2015) 

The Interplay Between Entrepreneurship and Urbanism article published on Strong Towns web site and 

Resilience, October 14, 2015 (Loop-It49 post 10.4.2015) 

The Best Ways to Get to Work, According to Science, Gizmodo article by Kelsey Campbell-Dollaghan (Loop-

It 49post 10.14.2015) 

Why 500 Strangers Stopped Traffic to Eat Dinner on an Ohio Freeway. October 8, 2015Article by Aarian 

Marshall for Good online magazine (Loop-It post 10.14.2015) 

A business boulevard for local traffic allows local business to engage the economic benefits of a road, 

preferably a "complete street". The economic comparisons in the "Loop-It" position handout below 

describe the real opportunity for Shreveport's move to a prosperous future. (Loop-It post 10.3.2015) 

http://m.arktimes.com/ArkansasBlog/archives/2016/01/09/lr-city-board-to-consider-urging-highway-department-to-broaden-i-30-options
http://m.arktimes.com/arkansas/ArticleArchives?author=861929
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/575210852636634
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2016/jan/18/boulevard-proposed-for-downtown-lr-i-30/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/staff/noel-oman/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/574919789332407
http://heliopolis.la/interstate-49-build-not-build/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/572043999619986
http://www.planetizen.com/node/53922
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/558027487688304
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hpOW3Ngjb_o&feature=share
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/554544691369917
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/554544691369917
http://www.takepart.com/article/2015/10/28/indianapolis-ditches-car-bikes-and-walking?cmpid=organic-share-facebook
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/553111194846600
http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Oakland-moving-in-right-direction-with-idea-to-6633056.php?t=88d96b9e28
http://www.sfchronicle.com/author/john-king/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/552179998273053
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/551030491721337
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/547246202099766
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/car-decline-cities_us_561f34dae4b0c5a1ce620dd9
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/545102975647422
http://www.klikphotographic.com/american-way-october-2015/bz2okywmzb15gfirmo8w1imqj81wkg
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/543502992474087
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/543502992474087
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2015-10-14/the-interplay-between-entrepeneurship-and-urbanism?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=facebook&utm_source=socialnetwork
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/543040312520355
http://gizmodo.com/the-best-ways-to-get-to-work-according-to-science-1733796033
http://kinja.com/kcampbelldollaghan
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/543037565853963
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/543037565853963
https://magazine.good.is/articles/why-500-strangers-stopped-traffic-to-eat-dinner-on-an-ohio-freeway
https://magazine.good.is/contributors/aarian-marshall
https://magazine.good.is/contributors/aarian-marshall
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/543033855854334
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/539610142863372
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How Cities Can Shape Transportation Technology For The Greater Good. By Gabe Klein as guest on The 

Dianne Rehm Show & Blog (Loop-It49 post 10.1.2015) "Cities are at the most critical juncture in our 

lifetimes right now, and have a huge opportunity ahead of them — if they make good choices.That 

opportunity lies in two spheres. The first: Undo a half century of terrible planning decisions around one 

mode, the automobile, and remake our streets in favor of people, so they can safely walk, bike, play and live 

as close as possible to fundamental services and their work. The second: embracing technology as well as 

new business and operating models to more efficiently use the infrastructure and systems we already have 

and to better serve the public and its future."  

John Norquist: It’s Time to Tear Down Houston’s Pierce Elevated, by Ryan Holeywell  for a September 23, 

2015 article posted on The Urban Edge, The Kinder Institute for Urban Research. (Loop-It49 post 

9.27.2015) 

Why We Must Tear Down I-345. People are clamoring to move to an urban neighborhood, but an 

elevated highway stands in their way. May 2014 article in D Magazine by Zac Crain. (Loop-It49 post 

9.14.2015) Tearing down I-345 will allow 27,000 people to enjoy an urban neighborhood adjacent to 

downtown. Downtowns thrive when neighborhoods around downtown and connected to downtown thrive. 

Freeways: Wrong Infrastructure Choice For Cities By John Norquist, September 22, 2015. Article for Rice 

Kinder Institute for Urban Research. (Loop-It post 9.13.2015) 

Dear Milwaukee, Learn from the Mistakes You didn’t Make. September 10, 2015 article by Nathanial Hood 

for Strong Towns 

The Life and Death of Urban Highways by EMBARQ and Institute for Transportaion and Development Policy 

(ITDP), March 2012. “Cities exist for people; freeways exist for moving VEHICLES . Cities are centers of 

culture and commerce that rely on attracting private INVESTMENT . Massive public spending on freeways 

in the last century reduced the capacity of cities to connect people and support culture and commerce. 

While the following report is about urban highways, more importantly, it is about cities and people. It is 

about community vision and the leadership required in the twenty-first century to overcome the demolition, 

dislocation, and disconnection of neighborhoods caused by freeways in cities.” (Loop-It49 post 9.7.2015) 

How Cities Can Shape Transportation Technology For The Greater Good By Gabe Klein posted September 

2, 2015 on the Diane Rehm Show Blog (Loop-It post 9.3.2015) 

Environmental Outlook: How To Build Smarter Transportation And More Livable Cities, September 2, 

2015 podcast hosted by Tamara Keith with guests (Loop-It post 9.3.2015):  

 Gabe Klein former transportation head for the cities of Chicago and Washington, D.C.; author of 

the forthcoming BOOK , "Start-Up City: Inspiring Private and Public Entrepreneurship, Getting 

Projects Done, and Having Fun" 

 Sam Schwartz author of "Street Smart: the Rise of Cities and the Fall of CARS "; former chief 

engineer for the New York City Department of Transportation; head of Sam Schwartz Engineering. 

 Tim Lomax chief research engineer at the Texas Transportation Institute, Texas A&M UNIVERSITY  

Plugging the Leaks by the new Economics Foundation, 2008 (Loop-It post 8.19.2015) Growing an economy 

for the future is the pathway to prosperity for successful 21st century communities. Building inner-city 

expressways accelerates the leaking economy that began in Shreveport when I-20 cut the heart of the city.  

http://s.iktmmny.com/click?v=VVM6MTA4MjU1Ojk5NTA6dmVoaWNsZXM6Yzc1OWU3YmM3MDI2NjYwYmZjM2Q2OWJmNjlmYTI5YTI6ei0yNDQ5LTgwODI5NDc0Ond3dy53cmljaXRpZXMub3JnOjMxNjc2NDowOjhmYTZhYTg4ZDZmNDQ3ZGQ5NzY0YTVjZDllMTA3ZDJkOjE6ZGF0YV9zcywxMTY2eDE5MjA7ZGF0YV9yYywyO2RhdGFfZmIsbm87ZGF0YV9pdG5fdGVzdCwyMDE2MDExMl9jOzo0NDIwODE2&subid=g-80829474-2647b4f520964bc88b5d153b1f953142-&data_ss=1166x1920&data_rc=2&data_fb=no&data_itn_test=20160112_c&data_tagname=A&data_ct=link_only&data_clickel=link
http://s.iktmmny.com/click?v=VVM6MTA4MjU1Ojk5NTA6aW52ZXN0OjE1ZThmY2U5YzgxNjljMzMwMzQ3NmI5M2NkY2U1ZjcxOnotMjQ0OS04MDgyOTQ3NDp3d3cud3JpY2l0aWVzLm9yZzozMTY3NjQ6MDpmNTNkYzlhMmYzNWQ0NTg3OTBiOWM4MWUwNThiM2U3YzoxOmRhdGFfc3MsMTE2NngxOTIwO2RhdGFfcmMsMjtkYXRhX2ZiLG5vO2RhdGFfaXRuX3Rlc3QsMjAxNjAxMTJfYzs6NDQyMzc5OA&subid=g-80829474-2647b4f520964bc88b5d153b1f953142-&data_ss=1166x1920&data_rc=2&data_fb=no&data_itn_test=20160112_c&data_tagname=A&data_ct=link_only&data_clickel=link
http://s.iktmmny.com/click?v=VVM6MTA4MjU1Ojk5NTA6Ym9vazoxN2MzNTBmNDRiM2RlMDc5ZjZlNjQ5Zjg2ZjJiMTU2Mjp6LTI0NDktODA4Mjk0NzQ6dGhlZGlhbmVyZWhtc2hvdy5vcmc6MzE2NzY0OjA6OTgwYTVmYWE0MmI0NDVmOGExYWRlMmI0NzFlMDBmNGU6MTpkYXRhX3NzLDExNjZ4MTkyMDtkYXRhX3JjLDI7ZGF0YV9mYixubztkYXRhX2l0bl90ZXN0LDIwMTYwMTEyX2M7OjQ0MjEyNzI&subid=g-80829474-f764b0e0f54645028edd6ebea6de0dba-&data_ss=1166x1920&data_rc=2&data_fb=no&data_itn_test=20160112_c&data_tagname=A&data_ct=link_only&data_clickel=link
http://thedianerehmshow.org/shows/2015-09-02/environmental-outlook-how-to-build-smarter-transportation-and-more-livable-cities
http://thedianerehmshow.org/shows/2015-09-02/environmental-outlook-how-to-build-smarter-transportation-and-more-livable-cities
http://s.iktmmny.com/click?v=VVM6MTA4MjU1Ojk5NTA6dmVoaWNsZXM6Yzc1OWU3YmM3MDI2NjYwYmZjM2Q2OWJmNjlmYTI5YTI6ei0yNDQ5LTgwODI5NDc0Ond3dy53cmljaXRpZXMub3JnOjMxNjc2NDowOjhmYTZhYTg4ZDZmNDQ3ZGQ5NzY0YTVjZDllMTA3ZDJkOjE6ZGF0YV9zcywxMTY2eDE5MjA7ZGF0YV9yYywyO2RhdGFfZmIsbm87ZGF0YV9pdG5fdGVzdCwyMDE2MDExMl9jOzo0NDIwODE2&subid=g-80829474-2647b4f520964bc88b5d153b1f953142-&data_ss=1166x1920&data_rc=2&data_fb=no&data_itn_test=20160112_c&data_tagname=A&data_ct=link_only&data_clickel=link
http://s.iktmmny.com/click?v=VVM6MTA4MjU1Ojk5NTA6aW52ZXN0OjE1ZThmY2U5YzgxNjljMzMwMzQ3NmI5M2NkY2U1ZjcxOnotMjQ0OS04MDgyOTQ3NDp3d3cud3JpY2l0aWVzLm9yZzozMTY3NjQ6MDpmNTNkYzlhMmYzNWQ0NTg3OTBiOWM4MWUwNThiM2U3YzoxOmRhdGFfc3MsMTE2NngxOTIwO2RhdGFfcmMsMjtkYXRhX2ZiLG5vO2RhdGFfaXRuX3Rlc3QsMjAxNjAxMTJfYzs6NDQyMzc5OA&subid=g-80829474-2647b4f520964bc88b5d153b1f953142-&data_ss=1166x1920&data_rc=2&data_fb=no&data_itn_test=20160112_c&data_tagname=A&data_ct=link_only&data_clickel=link
http://s.iktmmny.com/click?v=VVM6MTA4MjU1Ojk5NTA6Ym9vazoxN2MzNTBmNDRiM2RlMDc5ZjZlNjQ5Zjg2ZjJiMTU2Mjp6LTI0NDktODA4Mjk0NzQ6dGhlZGlhbmVyZWhtc2hvdy5vcmc6MzE2NzY0OjA6OTgwYTVmYWE0MmI0NDVmOGExYWRlMmI0NzFlMDBmNGU6MTpkYXRhX3NzLDExNjZ4MTkyMDtkYXRhX3JjLDI7ZGF0YV9mYixubztkYXRhX2l0bl90ZXN0LDIwMTYwMTEyX2M7OjQ0MjEyNzI&subid=g-80829474-f764b0e0f54645028edd6ebea6de0dba-&data_ss=1166x1920&data_rc=2&data_fb=no&data_itn_test=20160112_c&data_tagname=A&data_ct=link_only&data_clickel=link
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Transportation 2040 Plan: A transportation vision for the City of Vancouver by City of Vancouver (Loop-It 

post 8.11.2015) Want some real inspiration for how cities thrive without urban freeways bleeding the life 

out of community? Vancouver somehow avoided the temptation of suicide by highways to become one of 

the most livable and sustainable cities on the planet.  

Highways to Boulevards: IH 35 Austin – cut and cap of IH 35 3 minute video (Loop-It post 8.10.2015) 

Should Austin Bury I-35? Proposal to Reconnect City Gets New Look (Update) by Hady Mawajdeh & Laura 

Rice fir KUT.org, June 20, 2013  (Lo op-It post 8.10.2015) 

TEDxPhilly - Diana Lind - On dismantling urban highways in cities uploaded December 20, 2011.  Diana 

Lind poses a challenge: let's re-imagine the future of urban transportation and tear-down highways that cut 

through our cities. Lind's talk discusses how forward-thinking cities have dismantled highway infrastructure 

-- building vibrant public spaces in the face of car culture. In the case of the aging Interstate 95 in 

Philadelphia, Lind asks planners to consider redesigning the imposing three mile stretch of I-95 that 

separates the city from the Delaware River waterfront. (Loop-It post 8.10.2015) 

Akron Sets Out to Dismantle a Giant Road by Angie Schmitt. Article for Streetsblog USA, February 3, 2014. 

“Some places just talk about prioritizing transit and walking over highway construction. But Akron, Ohio, is 

putting its money where its mouth is.” 

Claiborne Avenue: Past, Present and Future. 2013 video by CNU. The Congress for the New Urbanism 

(CNU) supports the conversion of New Orleans' Claiborne Overpass/Interstate 10 (I-10) into a revitalized 

North Claiborne Avenue. A possible highway-to-boulevard conversion will reconnect the Tremé/ Lafitte and 

Tulane/Gravier neighborhoods to the rest of New Orleans, bring people and businesses back to the street, 

increase opportunities for community investment and economic development, and promote healthier living 

conditions…This video explores the history of Claiborne Avenue, its present condition, and re-imagines a 

different future for the corridor. (Loop-it post 8.9.2015) 

Planners push to tear out elevated I-10 over Claiborne. July 11, 2009 Article by Lois Elie for The Times 

Picayune. Now, shifting national trends and looming maintenance expenses have experts talking about the 

possibility of removing the Claiborne Expressway from the Pontchartrain Expressway to Elysian Fields 

Avenue. (Loop-It post 8.9.2015) 

Freeway removal. Wikipedia. Freeway removal is a public policy of urban planning policy to 

demolish freeways and create mixed-use urban areas, parks, residential, commercial, or other land uses. 

Such highway removal is often part of a policy to promote smart growth, transit-oriented 

development, walkable and bicycle-friendly cities. In some cases freeways are retained as less intrusive and 

expansive boulevards, retained as freeways within tunnels beneath a city, or relocated through less densely-

developed areas. (Loop-It post 8.7.2015) 

6 Freeway Removals That Changed Their Cities Forever by Alissa Walker, published 3.26.2014 in Gizmodo 

(Loop-It post 12.6.2015) and (Loop-It post 8.7.2015) Undoing the damage of decades of dividing and 

destroying cities with expressways slicing through the hearts of cities is hard work. It begins with a new 

understanding that what we have been doing has not worked.  

How Seattle Is Reclaiming Its Waterfront From an Elevated Urban Highway by Eric Jaffe for Citylab June 

30,2015. (Loop-It post 7.10.2015) Seattle joins the trend with plans to tear down elevated expressways as a 

http://vancouver.ca/streets-transportation/transportation-2040.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/517602655064121
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/517602655064121
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qpzN_OD6Suo
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/517358661755187
http://kut.org/post/should-austin-bury-i-35-proposal-reconnect-city-gets-new-look-update
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/517353865089000
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dec_gxEGmeI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/517190781771975
http://usa.streetsblog.org/2014/02/03/akron-sets-out-to-dismantle-a-giant-road/
https://vimeo.com/42746121
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/516952441795809
http://www.nola.com/news/index.ssf/2009/07/photos_for_iten.html
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/516947058463014
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freeway_removal
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_policy
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_planning
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freeways
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mixed-use
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smart_growth
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transit-oriented_development
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transit-oriented_development
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walkability
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bicycle-friendly
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boulevard
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tunnel
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/516049118552808
http://gizmodo.com/6-freeway-demolitions-that-changed-their-cities-forever-1548314937
http://kinja.com/alissawalker
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/562287343928985
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/516047451886308
http://www.citylab.com/cityfixer/2015/06/how-seattle-is-reclaiming-its-waterfront-from-an-elevated-urban-highway/397325/?fb_ref=Default
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/505774802913573
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strategy to renew parts of cities that deteriorated in the shadows of what some mistakenly consider 

economic development 

Terri Thrash comments at June 10,2015 Loop-It Neighborhood Organization executive comittee meeting 

with 8 transportation officials from FHWA/La, LaDOT & NLCOG (Loop-It post 7.9.2015) 

Loop-It holds forum for Shreveport city council candidates, discuss inner city connector KTBS channel 3 

report October 9, 2014. Loop-It proposes a connecting the existing portion of I-49 with North Market to 

create a business boulevard. All four candidates were invited to tonight's forum. (Loop-It post 10.10.2014)  

Allendale Residents Stand Their Ground – members of the community share their stories to support 

alternate plan for Interstate 49 The Forum June 25- July 8, 2014, cover and pages 16-21 feature article 

(Loop-It post 6.24.2014) 

Building “Better Blocks” Here is a post on The Better Block, The Better Block Approach to Urban Planning, 

that compares the old hierarchical way of planning to a new way that engages the community in an 

empowering manner that informs citizens and grows their capacity. This organization is an example of 

a relational strategy that guides open networks to align their assets and innovate. (Loop-It post 10.2.2013) 

Stories from Allendale. The world seems to be in the process of awakening to the destructive nature of 

these expensive and destructive entitlement roadways that are a root cause for the unsustainable patterns 

of growth that are experienced by cities, like Shreveport, that seem unwilling to embrace the prosperity of 

smarter growth.(Loop-It post 10.2.2013) 

Students envision a new I-49 connector September 23, 2013 KTBS channel 3 report on Highways to 

Boulevards Charrette to explore boulevard alternative to the cut-through expressway promoted by NLCOG. 

A group of Louisiana Tech students recently pulled an all-nighter, brainstorming a new plan for the I-49 

connector, which will cut directly through a large portion of Shreveport's old residential areas such as 

Allendale. It's part of a project for class, but they've planned something radically new that promises the city 

more than just a new stretch of highway. They've designed a new plan that brings travelers together with 

the community and 21 century infrastructure to Shreveport. (Loop-It post 9.24.2013) 

Rochester REMOVING the Inner Loop Highway to Revitalize Downtown  “The project will convert the 8-12 

lanes of expressway and frontage roads into a single two-lane street, with parking, a separated bicycle track 

and sidewalks…This project will remove this barrier to downtown revitalization and will enable residents to 

walk safely and conveniently on an appropriately-scaled city street.” (Loop-It post 9.17.2013) 

Louisiana Tech Architecture Students demonstrated amazing creativity and knowledge during the 28 

hour Highways to Boulevards Charrette. A local panel discussion kicked off the event with great insight 

about Shreveport, Allendale and Agurs. The outcome of their work filled the gallery wall of 

Minicine. (Loop-It post 9.15.2013) 

Exploring the Alternative – Highways to Boulevards Charrette On September 13, 2013 Architecture 

Students from Louisiana Tech University will meet on Texas Avenue in Shreveport, Louisiana for a 2-day 

Charrette. Students will look at an alternative to a limited-access-elevated-expressway proposal promoted 

by the local MPO. (Loop-It post 9.3.2013) 

A New Dallas – Removing Elevated IH345 Downtown A proposal to tear down a 40 year old elevated 

limited-access freeway in downtown Dallas joins the growing list of communities that are awakening to the 

https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/505459362945117
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/505459362945117
http://www.ktbs.com/story/26751680/loop-it-holds-forum-for-shreveport-city-council-candidates-discuss-inner-city-connector#.VDfwchJrHV9.facebook
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/384165641741157
http://npaper-wehaa.com/forum-news/2014/06/25/#?article=2262622&page=3
http://npaper-wehaa.com/forum-news/2014/06/25/#?article=2262622&page=3
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/342553345902387
https://apinfrastructure21.wordpress.com/2013/10/10/building-better-blocks/?fb_source=pubv1
http://betterblock.org/
http://betterblock.org/the-better-block-approach-to-urban-planning/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/244914842332905
https://apinfrastructure21.wordpress.com/2013/10/02/stories-from-allendale/?fb_source=pubv1
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/244914842332905
http://www.ktbs.com/story/23508810/2013/09/23/students-envision-a-new-i-49-connector
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/240922559398800
https://apinfrastructure21.wordpress.com/2013/09/18/rochester-removing-the-inner-loop-highway-to-revitalize-downtown/?fb_source=pubv1
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/230157283808661
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/photos/a.226823127475410.1073741827.155669704590753/228821350608921/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/photos/a.226823127475410.1073741827.155669704590753/228821350608921/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/photos/a.226823127475410.1073741827.155669704590753/228821350608921/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/photos/a.226823127475410.1073741827.155669704590753/228821350608921/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/photos/a.226823127475410.1073741827.155669704590753/228821350608921/?type=3
https://apinfrastructure21.wordpress.com/2013/09/03/exploring-the-alterantive-highways-to-boulevards-charrette/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/224488974375492
https://apinfrastructure21.wordpress.com/2013/07/15/a-new-dallas-removing-elevated-ih345-downtown/
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unsustainable negative impacts inner-city expressways have imposed on cities around the world. (Loop-It 

post 7.23.2013) 

Allendale neighborhood residents are organizing to redirect efforts of local transportation planners and 

political interests to destroy their neighborhood with a proposed inner city limited access expressway 

named I-49 Inner-City Connector. The LOOP IT proposal that is shown on maps in the attached 

documents is: (1) Through Traffic - Loop through traffic using existing Highway 3132 and I-220 at no cost. 

(2) Local Traffic - Invest in a ground level business boulevard by upgrading existing Market Street (US 

Highway 71) and connecting to I-49 South. (Loop-It post 7.18.2013) 

Research revealing the actual negative 
impacts of cut-through expressways… 
…including flaws in transportation planning standards / models used to predict demand, forecast economic 

impacts and measure environmental consequences:  

Paved with Good Intentions: Fiscal Policies, Freeways and the 20th Century American City. Article in the 

Fall 2009 Issue of Access Magazine by professors Jeffery Brown, Eric Morris and Brian Taylor. "Fifty years 

later, many planners and urbanists are still asking Eisenhower’s question: Why did the United States, unlike 

every other developed country, choose to mass-produce freeways in cities?" (3.18.2016 Loop-It post) 

The US is about to waste $305 billion on Roads We Don’t Need. December 12, 2015 article by Alissa 

Walker for GIZMODO. (3.14.2016 Loop-It post) We cannot afford to keep expanding a road system we 

cannot afford to maintain. The highway entitlement mindset of local MPO's and state DOT's political 

leadership is stuck in believing in a failed approach - prosperity through big mega highway projects. Change 

is hard when you resist seeing reality. 

The Complete Case against highway widening in Detroit. March 1, 2016 article by Angie Schmidt for 

Streetsblog USA. (3.4.2016 Loop-It post) Now local government is standing up to a Michigan DOT that 

wants to spend billions widening cut-through freeways through a city that shrunk from 2 million to 750,000. 

The promised economic prosperity freeways did not deliver prosperity. Instead, the failed experiment was 

used as evacuation routes to leave Detroit. Leadership in Detroit is now working to move the DOT planned 

bad investment billions for unwanted widening of cut-through freeways to good investments in renewing 

the city. 

12 of America’s Biggest Highway Boondoggles. January 20, 2016 article by Eric jaffe for U.S. PIRG – the 

federation of state PIRGs. (3.3.2016 Loop-It post) We simply cannot afford to subsidize an infrastructure 

building system that produces such high levels of waste and an illusion of wealth. 

Boodoggle. 2016 documentary video by Guffran Rostom’s Crew at the University of South Florida. A 

planned I-275 urban freeway project will destroy historic neighborhoods in Florida. (2.24.2016 Loop-It post) 

It is the same story everywhere, the powerful vs. the poor. 

State of the Municipal Infrastructure. February 2016 report by City of Shreveport Department of 

Engineering and Environmental Services (2.23.2016 Loop-It post) The bills are coming due as we face 

realities of the outward growth illusion of wealth Ponzi scheme facilitated by inner-city cut-through 

expressways. 

https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/210062405818149
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/210062405818149
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/208885652602491
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/208885652602491
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/208885652602491
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/208885652602491
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/208885652602491
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/208885652602491
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/208885652602491
http://www.accessmagazine.org/articles/fall-2009/paved-good-intentions-fiscal-politics-freeways-20th-century-american-city/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/599874150170304
http://gizmodo.com/the-us-is-about-to-waste-305-billion-on-roads-we-dont-1746068082
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/597547097069676
http://usa.streetsblog.org/2016/03/01/the-complete-case-against-highway-widening-in-detroit/?utm_content=buffer90359&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/593283610829358
http://uspirg.org/media/ctp/12-americas-biggest-highway-boondoggles#.VthSMjPcXek.facebook
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/592816104209442
http://www.campusmoviefest.com/movies/47321-boondoggle
https://www.facebook.com/BusinessBoulevardDowntownSHV/posts/914925951958066
http://www.shreveportla.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/1562
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/589254837898902
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Is it possible to build a new urban interstate without destroying a city? February 22, 2016 article by Eric 

Jaffe for CityLab. "Many of these hopes seem out of touch with the times. Experts now widely agree that 

highway expansion is not a long-term solution for congestion...And there’s plenty of evidence that roads 

no longer lead to jobs as inexorably as they did before the age of mature highway networks, declining 

driving patterns, and digital communication." (2.22.2016 Loop-It post) 

State officials say no to I-30 as boulevard. February 22, 2016 article by Noel Oman for Arkansas Online. 

(2.21.2016 Loop-It post) Highway officials are stuck in old formulas and measures that justify the 

destruction of cities and continue the fantasy economics of solving congestion with more congestion. How 

do we encourage the growing number of communities that are pushing back against the failed conventional 

wisdom of the highway machine. Tom Fennell is leading the movement for change to long term thinking 

(i.e., boulevard as inner-city connector) in Little Rock. 

The unbearable costs of sprawl. A policy paper by Sprawl Retrofit Initiative of the Congress for New 

Urbanism. "Today, the voices of “business as usual” continue to sing an old song. The sprawling suburbs are 

the American dream; the American way of life is “non-negotiable;” we can go back to the vision of the 1950s 

and 1960s, and all glide around effortlessly in gleaming automobiles, in a drive- through utopia. Our 

economy, too, can go back to what it was. We now see that illusion for what it was, and we are now facing 

the unbearable costs." (Loop-It post 2.21.2016) 

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development.  (Loop-It post 2.18.2016) Let's hope that the 

new La. Transportation Secretary is sharing the directions announced by U.S. Transportation Secretary Foxx 

several weeks ago when he announced priorities for tearing down cut-through expressways and the move to 

fund alternatives, like boulevards, that are proving ROI as smarter, faster and cheaper than old ways pushed 

by those around the table. 

State Job Creation Strategies Often Off Base. February 3, 2016 article by Mazerov and Leachman for 

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. (Loop-It post 2.16.2016) Almost 90% of job growth in Louisiana 

comes from startups and local small business. Cut-through expressways are infrastructure for non-resident 

owned big business that is shedding jobs. 

Moving Beyond the Automobile: Highway Removal. A 2011 Streetfilms video…”cities are pursuing 

highway removals more intentionally, as a way to reclaim city space for housing, parks, and economic 

development. CNU has designated ten "Freeways without Futures" here in North America, and in this video, 

you'll hear about the benefits of tearing down the Alaskan Way Viaduct in Seattle, the Sheridan Expressway 

in the Bronx, the Skyway and Route 5 in Buffalo, and the Claiborne Expressway in New Orleans.” (Loop-It 

post 2.11.2016) Short and compelling video to support a boulevard and tear down the myth of prosperity 

through concrete. 

John Norquist – City Building and Economic Development, March 10, 2011 IHMC lecture video. (Loop-It 

post 2.9.2016) "Cities are complex places...it's time to stop investing in mega projects [like cut-through 

expressways] that devalue cities."  

History and cultural impact of the interstate Highway System, Article posted 2011 on Landscape Change 

Program of The University of Vermont. (Loop-It post 2.9.2016) Good article describing the history and 

realities of the US interstate system. This University of Vermont article reinforces evidence of the destructive 

nature of cut-through interstates as nothing more than an experiment that changed community growth 

based on conservative investing to an illusion of wealth. 

http://www.citylab.com/commute/2016/02/lafayette-interstate-49-connector-urban-highway-context-sensitive/470205/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/588909414600111
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2016/feb/22/state-officials-say-no-to-i-30-as-boule/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/588726031285116
https://www.cnu.org/sites/default/files/SPRAWL-RETROFIT-UNB_1.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/588481637976222
https://www.facebook.com/LADOTD/photos/a.10150662443197701.399015.74154292700/10153602207052701/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/587117908112595
http://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/state-job-creation-strategies-often-off-base?utm_content=buffer3b1b5&utm_medium=social&utm_source=linkedin.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/586198268204559
https://vimeo.com/21509646
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/584368021720917
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/584368021720917
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLJ3pMBMbYc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/583555065135546
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/583555065135546
http://www.uvm.edu/landscape/learn/impact_of_interstate_system.html
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/583436805147372


Page 10 of 16 
 

Allendale Neighborhood Learning Community – Loop-It… bibliography as of 3.18.2016 

Should America Stop Building New Highways, June 11, 2015 article by Alan Ehrenhalt for “Future 

Structure” describing the work of Strong Towns and Charles Marohn to transform transportation planning 

and reveal true results of the cut-through expressway experiment. The article also references 

TEDx1000Lakes – Chuck Marohn – The important difference between a road and a street. (Loop-It post 

2.2.2016) “At a time when half of Washington is batting around numbers that purport to reveal how much 

money Congress should spend to save the nation’s troubled transportation system, Marohn is suggesting 

the simplest number of all: zero.” 

Struggling to Survive, February 1, 2016 Shreveport Times article by Lex Talamo (Loop-It post 2.1.2016) 1000 

Friends of Allendale, our Business Boulevard proposal, faster to complete, cheaper to build, about 1/10 the 

total cost of the Inner City Connector (ICC), and better not just for the Shreveport business community, but 

for Janay in this Times article who gets her children off to school in the morning and then walks four blocks 

to her part time job at Burger King. Why is it better? 

Strong Towns January 27, 2016 podcast with Kevin Blanchard, Former Public Works Director of Lafayette, 

La. (Loop-It post 1.29.2016) "We have allowed the engineering profession to give us our main direction for 

planning...there is more to life than how fast we get from A to B...there is a lot more to life than that." 

Quote from Kevin Blanchard in the linked podcast. 

DOTD needs to answer questions about I-49 connector before asking them by Claire Taylor, January 26, 

2016 for The Advertiser (Loop-It post 1.25.2016) "In my opinion, that exercise was a massive fail." This 

quote is from writer Claire Taylor in the linked article from the Advocate where she describes a similar I-49 

inner-city process being conducted in Lafayette by the highway machine. It is revealing that so many want 

to trust those officials that conduct these meetings only to leave feeling manipulated and abused by a 

check-the-box process designed to discourage dissent or meaningful open conversation. 

No New Roads – Spend Less, Get More. Strong Towns campaign to stop unnecessary and unaffordable 

spending on highways and roads. Featured videos podcasts and articles. We've built more auto-

infrastructure than we are willing to pay to maintain. Most of these investments have no positive financial 

return. We can do so much better with a different approach. Before America spends more on 

transportation, we must modernize our transportation finance system to get better returns on our 

investments. (Loop-It post 1.23.2016) 

Allendale neighborhood group is for the better, faster, cheaper alternative (Loop-It post 1.23.2016) 

response to editorial in the Shreveport Times, Business Community needs to support I-49 Expansion by 

Patrick Harrison, January 22, 2016 

Increasing Highway Capacity Unlikely to Relieve Traffic Congestion, by Susan Handy, Department of 

Environmental Science and Policy, University of California, Davis; policy brief for the National Center for 

Sustainable Transportation, October, 2015 (Loop-It 49 post 1.20.2016) 

Curbside Chats – A candid talk about America’s cities, towns and neighborhoods, pdf book by 

StrongTowns.org, published 2011.  “What we have found is that the underlying financing mechanisms of the 

“suburban era”—our post-World War II pattern of development—operate like a classic Ponzi scheme, with 

ever-increasing rates of growth required to sustain long-term liabilities.” (Loop-It49 post 1.16.2016) 

Coalition for a New Dallas. It’s time for a change. Are you in? FAQ web site concerning proposed 

expressway removal in Dallas. (Loop-It 49 post 1.16.2016) 

http://www.govtech.com/fs/Should-America-Stop-Building-New-Highways.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XRjatW_N9M
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/580664098757976
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/580664098757976
http://www.shreveporttimes.com/story/news/2016/01/27/struggling-survive/78846170/?from=global&sessionKey=&autologin=
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/580307372126982
http://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2016/1/27/podcast-kevin-blanchard
http://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2016/1/27/podcast-kevin-blanchard
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/578843068940079
http://www.theadvertiser.com/story/news/2016/01/24/dotd-needs-answer-questions--49-connector-before-asking-them/79268370/?from=global&sessionKey&autologin
mailto:Claire%20Taylor
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/577485179075868
http://www.strongtowns.org/nonewroads
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/576737929150593
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/576643212493398
http://www.shreveporttimes.com/story/news/2016/01/22/business-community-needs-support--49-expansion/79184040/?fb_action_ids=10153194221061782&fb_action_types=og.comments&from=global&sessionKey=&autologin=
http://www.shreveporttimes.com/story/news/2016/01/22/business-community-needs-support--49-expansion/79184040/?fb_action_ids=10153194221061782&fb_action_types=og.comments&from=global&sessionKey=&autologin=
http://www.dot.ca.gov/research/researchreports/reports/2015/10-12-2015-NCST_Brief_InducedTravel_CS6_v3.pdf
mailto:slhandy@ucdavis.edu
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/575623135928739
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/53dd6676e4b0fedfbc26ea91/t/540dd50fe4b0387389f69d25/1410192655834/Curbside+Chat+Book-LO.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/574119249412461
http://coalitionforanewdallas.org/f-a-q/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/573959046095148
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Conversation with an Engineer, Strong Towns.org video, uploaded on Dec 4, 2010. A resident has a 

conversation with a project engineer about the proposed improvements to her street. (Loop-It49 post 

1.15.2016) 

Bumpy Roads Ahead: America’s roughest rides and strategies to make our roads smoother, 2015 report 

by the National Transportation Research Group. “36 percent of the major roads and highways in Shreveport 

are in poor condition, the report says.” (Loop-It49 post 1.14.2016) 

Ed Morriosn Facebook post commentary concerning Shreveport after reading article in Heliopolis about I-

49 inner-city connector. (Loop-It49 post 1.12.2016) 

Lafayette, post by Charles Marohn on the StrongTowns.org web site, May 11, 2015. Report of ongoing 

evaluation to look at the actual cost of growth patterns in Lafayette (Loop-It49 post 1.11.2016) 

The One Chart That Explains All Your Traffic Woes - When we build more roads, we invite more cars, by 

Eric Jaffe, published by Citilab, March 2, 2015 (Loop-It post 1.3.2016) 

California's DOT Admits That More Roads Mean More Traffic - Take it from Caltrans: If you build 

highways, drivers will come, by Eric Jaffe, published by Citilab November 11, 2015 

Why Would You Have a Highway Run Through a City? That’s what a growing number of cities are asking 

themselves -- Syracuse being the latest that may tear down its elevated urban expressway. by Daniel C. 

Vock, July 2014 issue of Governing Magazine, online article post. (Loop-It 49 post 1.2.2016) 

10 Tired Traffic Myths That Didn't Get a Rest in 2015 -For one thing, the next lane over is not actually 

moving faster by Eric Jaffe, posted on Citilab 12.31.2015 (Loop-It49 post 1.2.2016) 

America's Infrastructure Crisis Is Really a Maintenance Crisis - Here's what we can do about it, by Eric 

Jaffe for Citilab, February 12, 2015 (Loop-It post 1.1.2016) 

Where are the city planners, sociologist, community development specialists, community investment 

strategists and others that organize local ownership development investments? (Loop-It 49 post 

12.24.2015) 

Eight New Homes to be Built in Northwest Louisiana, Thanks to $55K Grant, article by the Federal Home 

Loan Bank of Dallas 12.21.2015, describes new Fuller Center homes in Allendale (Loop-It 49 post 

12.22.2015) 

Destination or Cut-through? 12.20.2015 reposted from 1000Friends of Allendale. 

ADC: I-26 Connector, video published on Dec 15, 2015 by the Ashville Design Center. “Unsure where to 

start on the I-26 Connector? Folks from the Asheville Design Center give background on the project.” (Loop-

It49 post 1.16.2015) 

Productive Growth - #4 in the Strong Towns Curbside Chat Video Series, video by StrongTowns.org 

published 6.18.2015 

The Illusion of Wealth - #3 in the Strong Towns Curbside Chat Video Series by Strong Towns June 18, 2015 

(Loop-It49 post 12.12.2015) 

Could Shreveport or Lafayette step up to this opportunity challenge to be innovative? (Loop-It 49 post 

12.11.2015) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P9BUyWVg1xI
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/573561102801609
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/573561102801609
http://www.tripnet.org/docs/Urban_Roads_TRIP_Report_July_2015.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/573053212852398
https://www.facebook.com/efmorrison/posts/10153822128741870
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/572469759577410
http://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2015/5/10/lafayette
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/572077226283330
http://www.citylab.com/commute/2015/03/the-one-chart-that-explains-all-your-traffic-woes/386594/
http://www.citylab.com/authors/eric-jaffe/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/569127573244962
http://www.citylab.com/commute/2015/11/californias-dot-admits-that-more-roads-mean-more-traffic/415245/
http://www.citylab.com/commute/2015/11/californias-dot-admits-that-more-roads-mean-more-traffic/415245/
http://www.citylab.com/authors/eric-jaffe/
http://www.governing.com/topics/transportation-infrastructure/gov-highway-through-city.html
http://www.governing.com/authors/Daniel-C-Vock.html
http://www.governing.com/authors/Daniel-C-Vock.html
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/568940126597040
http://www.citylab.com/commute/2015/12/10-tired-traffic-myths-that-didnt-get-a-rest-in-2015/422274/
http://www.citylab.com/authors/eric-jaffe/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/568939293263790
http://www.citylab.com/cityfixer/2015/02/americas-infrastructure-crisis-is-really-a-maintenance-crisis/385452/
http://www.citylab.com/authors/eric-jaffe/
http://www.citylab.com/authors/eric-jaffe/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/568591979965188
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/565756696915383
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/565756696915383
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/eight-new-homes-to-be-built-in-northwest-louisiana-thanks-to-55k-grant-300195866.html
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/564757610348625
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/564757610348625
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/563763440448042
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=vkgqAQqy0oc&app=desktop
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/562290913928628
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/562290913928628
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzZH7GuLOMk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sD47xo3c7WU
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTeYrzSQ3YCp3RovGH4y8Ew
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/560236764134043
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/560236764134043
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"Downtown thrived when Allendale was thriving." (Loop-It49 post) 

Cut-through expressways support the big box economy. (loop-It 49 post 12.11.2015) 

The Interstate and Cities: Highways, Housing and the Freeway Revolt, by Raymnd A. Mohl, University of 

Alabama Birmingham, Department of History. Research Report for Poverty and Race Research Action 

Council, 2002. (Loop-It post 12.12.2015) "In retrospect, it now seems apparent that public officials and 

policy makers, especially at the state and local level, used expressway construction to destroy low-income 

and especially black neighborhoods in an effort to reshape the physical and racial landscapes of the postwar 

American city." 

"Highways don't belong in cities. Period. Europe didn't do it. America did. And our cities have paid the 

price." - John Norquist (Loop-It post 12.11.2015) 

Strong Towns podcast. 1000 Friends of Wisconsin Lawsuit discussions. "Is someone putting their thumb on 

the scale in the expressway planning process".  1kfriends.org sued the Wisconsin DOT claiming the data and 

conclusions in the highway planning process are flawed. The judge agreed. (Loop-It post 12.9.2015) 

Shreveport growth by asphalt? By Lani Duke. December 7, 2015 article in metro Leader Newspaper (Loop-

It post 12.8.2015) "Too much emphasis on connecting our cities with the world does minimal good if 

metropolitan areas have little to offer the world when it arrives on their doorsteps." 

Can You be an Engineer and Speak Out for Reform? By Charles Marohn, published on StrongTowns.org 

web site, December 7, 2015 (Loop-It post 12.7.2015) 

The purpose of this Facebook Page is the "Allendale Learning Community" that seeks better alternatives 

to limited access cut-through expressways that have failed our cities and our country in stunningly 

destructive ways. (Loop-It post 12.5.2015) 

What are the Motivations behind the NLCOG I-49 Connector? By Kim Mitchell, January 14, 2013 post on 

Agile Planning Infrastructure web blog. (Loop-It post 12.5.2015) 

What is a safe distance to live or work near high auto emission roads? May 28, 2015 by Bill Adams, San 

Diego UrbDeZine web site (Loop-It post 12.4.2015) “High Toxicity Zone  300 – 500 feet; Elevated Toxicity 

Zone  1,000 – 1,500 feet… of major highways…Auto Emission Air Pollution as a Social Justice Issue”  

THE CASE AGAINST URBAN CORRIDORS THAT ACT LIKE HIGH-SPEED HIGHWAYS by PlusUrbia design, 

November 10, 2015 article on CEO’s for Cities web site (Loop-It49 post 12.3.2015) 

Property owner questions eminent domain offer, by Richard Montgomery, September 10, 2015 online 

Greenbaypressgazette.com (Loop-It49 post November 28, 2015) 

How Elevated Highways Have Hurt the City of Dallas – for all of the talk about the Texas miracle, there 

has been one big loser: Dallas, by Coalition for a New Dallas web site (Loop-It49 post 11.23.2015) 

Build a Better 49 web site share (Loop-It49 post 11.22.2015) A young professionals (under 40) group in 

Lafayette has formed a new non-profit, 705, to work for better alternatives to the promoted 5 mile, $1 

billion, cut-through expressway 

Measuring Sprawl 2014, report by Smart Growth America. (Loop-It49 post 11.21.2015) Shreveport's 

"sprawl index" is 72.3 which ranks 194 out of 221 cities in the 2014 Smart Growth America index of sprawl. 

https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/560226627468390
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/560163970807989
http://www.prrac.org/pdf/mohl.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/560842030740183
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/560163970807989
http://1kfriends.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/559620234195696
http://www.sbmetroleader.com/news/opinion/shreveport-growth-by-asphalt/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/559333447557708
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/559333447557708
http://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2015/12/4/best-of-blog-can-you-be-an-engineer-and-speak-out-for-reform?utm_content=buffer15b32&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/558904307600622
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/558347810989605
https://apinfrastructure21.wordpress.com/2013/02/14/what-are-the-motivations-behind-the-nlcog-i-4/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/558293570995029
http://sandiego.urbdezine.com/2015/05/28/what-is-a-safe-distance-to-live-or-work-near-high-auto-emission-roads/
http://sandiego.urbdezine.com/author/wadams/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/557957211028665
https://ceosforcities.org/2015/11/the-case-against-urban-corridors-that-act-like-high-speed-highways/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/557785851045801
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/story/money/2015/09/08/property-owner-questions-eminent-domain-offer/71882874/?from=global&sessionKey=&autologin=
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/556027864554933
http://coalitionforanewdallas.org/how-elevated-highways-have-hurt-the-city-of-dallas/
http://coalitionforanewdallas.org/how-elevated-highways-have-hurt-the-city-of-dallas/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/554508428040210
https://www.facebook.com/buildabetter49/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/554272071397179
http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/documents/measuring-sprawl-2014.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/553969661427420
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The cities who rank high on this list are places that sprawl less and consequently have more positive 

outcomes than those lower on the list. 

How to Decimate a City - Syracuse thought that by building a giant highway in the middle of town it could 

become an economic powerhouse. Instead, it got a bad bout of white flight and the worst slum problem in 

America. Article by Alana Semuels for The Atlantic, November 20, 2015 (Loop-It49 post 11.20.2015) "What 

Syracuse needs, more than anything else, is a way to knit back together a region torn asunder by the 

construction of an urban highway and the outmigration that followed...a group of planners and residents 

called Rethink 81 are urging the region to think more imaginatively about planning decisions that will have a 

long-term effect on the community. I-81 should never have been built, they say, and the city should not 

make a similar mistake again. We believe that too much of the city was sacrificed to make way for I-81 in 

the 1960s,” the group says, in a proposal."I-81 is known to locals as the "Berlin Wall" of Syracuse.  

Neighborhood group fights Interstate 30 plan, by Max Brantley, November 04, 2015 Arkansas Times (Loop-

It post 11.18.2015) "Reports from private meetings with highway officials have, to date, provided scant 

evidence that the highway department has a bigger picture than moving more freeway traffic faster…The 

whole project shows a singular lack of big-picture concern for — not just moving traffic — but neighborhood 

consequences and means of transportation other than the car." 

Final Environmental Impact Statement 04 – Alternatives Section for I-49 North of Shreveport, (Loop-It 

post 11.13.2015) Traffic studies conducted during the 1995 Feasibility Study determined that carrying traffic 

on I-220 west and then south on the inner loop (LA 3132) is viable without having to provide a 

direct connection from I-220 to the junction of I-49 and I-20. If the I-220 to I-20 connection were to 

be considered in the future, a separate environmental analysis and document would be developed. 

California's DOT Admits That More Roads Mean More Traffic -Take it from Caltrans: If you build highways, 

drivers will come. By ERIC JAFFE, November 11, 2015 post on Citylab (Loop-It post 11.12.2015) "Never mind 

that it’s unclear whether major highway projects actually provide an economic boost (many of the supposed 

new benefits are simply a relocation of existing business activity). Congestion relief itself is a dubious claim 

when it comes to road expansions. Transportation experts have repeatedly found that building new roads 

inevitably encourages more people to drive, which in turn negates any congestion savings—a phenomenon 

known as “induced demand.”" 

Highways gutted American cities. So why did they build them? By Joseph Stromberg , May 14, 2015 article 

posted on Vox Energy & Environment (Loop-It49 post 10.29.2015) 

GROW AMERICA: Louisiana. Estimated FY 2016 Federal Highway and Transit Apportionment. Post on the 

US Department of Transportation web site (Loop-It49 post 10.14.2015) 

The Five Ways Engineers Deflect Criticism, by Charles Marohn, October 5, 2015 article for 

StrongTowns.org. 1. You don’t have a valid opinion if you’re not an Engineer, 2 .There isn’t enough money 

to do what should be done, 3. We can’t eliminate all risks, 4. It is politicians that are to blame. Engineers just 

follow orders, 5.This really is a matter for law enforcement, not engineering.(Loop-It49 post 10.9.2015) 

Rondo neighborhood gets apologies for I-94. Article and video story by Allen Costantini for KARE channel 

11 serving Minneapolis & St. Paul Minnesota (Loop-It49 post 10.9.2015) Does anyone remember life in 

Shreveport's Crosstown and Blue Goose neighborhoods before I-20 wiped out the vibrant and historic 

neighborhoods? https://www.flickr.com/…/hotdonu…/5483050266/in/photostream/ 

http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2015/11/syracuse-slums/416892/
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2015/11/syracuse-slums/416892/
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2015/11/syracuse-slums/416892/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/553707138120339
http://m.arktimes.com/ArkansasBlog/archives/2015/11/04/neighborhood-group-fights-interstate-30-plan?utm_content=buffer0ddd0&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://m.arktimes.com/arkansas/ArticleArchives?author=861929
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/553040824853637
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/553040824853637
http://wwwapps.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/docs_test/21/documents/ENV_IMPACT_04_Alternatives.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/551620798328973
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/551620798328973
http://www.citylab.com/commute/2015/11/californias-dot-admits-that-more-roads-mean-more-traffic/415245/
http://www.citylab.com/authors/eric-jaffe/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/551283358362717
http://www.vox.com/2015/5/14/8605917/highways-interstate-cities-history
http://www.vox.com/authors/joseph-stromberg
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/547245975433122
https://www.transportation.gov/grow-america/state-by-state/Louisiana
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/543065602517826
http://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2015/10/5/the-five-ways-engineers-deflect-criticism
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/541331949357858
http://legacy.kare11.com/story/news/local/2015/07/17/rondo-apologies-zelle-coleman/30328463/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/541248679366185
https://www.flickr.com/photos/hotdonuts/5483050266/in/photostream/
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TRAFFIC FORECAST FOLLIES - The US DOT refuses to learn from recent travel trends. Clark Williams-Derry 

December 23, 2013 article posted on the Sightline Institute web site. “As the State Smart Transportation 

Initiative at the University of Wisconsin points out, the US Department of Transportation has been making 

the virtually identical vehicle travel forecasts for well over a decade. All of those forecasts project rapid and 

incessant growth in vehicle travel for as far as the eye can see. Meanwhile, actual traffic volumes have 

flattened out, and may actually be falling.” (Loop-It49 post 10.3.2015) 

Induced Traffic Demand. By Jeff Speck (Loop-It49 post 10.2.2015) Understand Induced Demand and flaws 

in traffic engineering modeling? It is difficult for conventional highway gang wisdom to recognize the cliff it 

is about to fall from until it is too late. Here is a short paper by Jeff Speck http://www.jeffspeck.com/. Jeff is 

an urban planner who recognizes the time has come to change the way we plan and invest cities. 

I-49 Connector planners in Lafayette try ‘thinking beyond the pavement’. September 26,2015 article by 

Richard Burgess for The Advocate online.  (Loop-It post 9.27.2015) Seems Lafayette is also concerned about 

the potential damage an elevated expressway could cause to their city. Seems a similar mindset exists that 

makes seeing the realities of the damage difficult for planners committed to the same old ways of "death by 

expressways". It is encouraging that FHWA has initiated a new program, "Thinking Beyond the Pavement 

with Context Sensitive Design" 

The Exit Ramp Economy. Can anyone show photos of a Shreveport exit ramp that can justify anything 

economically positive? Here are some photos at the Hollywood / Piermont exit from I-49 inner-city 

south. This is typical of the exit ramp economy. Outward growth is induced by these expensive land 

consuming expressways. Induced demand from expressways is now considered to have negative 

economic effects on cities. (Loop-It post 9.7.2015) 

Would You Pay $876 to Cut 6 Minutes Off Your Commute?  by James Warden on August 27, 2015 for 

Streets MN. (Loop-It post 8.27.2015) Who would think that drivers through Shreveport are stuck an average 

of 27 hours per year? Expressways are planned around the concept of build it and they will come.  

Redesigning Detroit: Mayor Mike Duggan's blueprint unveiled by Bill McGraw, The Center for Michigan, 

published in Bridge Magazine, August 18, 2015 (Loop-It post 8.27.2015) Cities that face the challenges of a 

shrinking population are pioneering solutions that more cities will face as the subsides that created an 

expressway dependency unravel. Also see Shrinking Cities at Planetizen. 

Metro areas with the fastest-shriveling economies by Alexander Hess, Michael Sauter & Thomas Frolich, 

February 21, 2014 article in WallSt.com (photo of Shreveport leads article) (Loop-It post 8.11.2015) Has the 

highway cut-through strategy contributed to Shreveport becoming a shrinking city? The answer will come by 

learning from other cities. 

Shrinking Cities in the Unitied States by Wikipedia (Loop-It post 8.11.2015) 

Did Highways Cause Suburbanization? Brown university Research paper by economist Nathanial Baum-

Snow.  "Between 1950 and 1990, the aggregate population of central cities in the United States declined by 

17 percent despite population growth of 72 percent in metropolitan areas as a whole. This paper assesses 

the extent to which the construction of new limited access highways has contributed to central city 

population decline. Using planned portions of the interstate highway system as a source of exogenous 

variation, empirical estimates indicate that one new highway passing through a central city reduces its 

population by about 18 percent. Estimates imply that aggregate central city population would have grown 

by about 8 percent had the interstate highway system not been built."  (Loop-It post 8.9.2015) 

http://www.sightline.org/2013/12/23/traffic-forecast-follies/
http://www.ssti.us/
http://www.ssti.us/
http://www.ssti.us/2013/12/new-travel-demand-projections-are-due-from-u-s-dot-will-they-be-accurate-this-time/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/539513366206383
http://www.ianfor4th.com/files/Induced-Traffic-Demand.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/539354766222243
http://www.jeffspeck.com/
http://theadvocate.com/news/13523197-126/i-49-connector-planners-in-lafayette
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/537867799704273
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/530640833760303
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/530640833760303
http://streets.mn/2015/08/27/would-you-pay-876-to-cut-6-minutes-off-your-commute/
http://streets.mn/author/jwarden/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/524631051027948
http://www.mlive.com/news/detroit/index.ssf/2015/08/redesigning_detroit_the_mayors.html
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/524413257716394
http://www.planetizen.com/tag/shrinking-cities
https://www.yahoo.com/realestate/photos/metro-areas-with-shriveling-economies-1393004663-slideshow/1-shreveport-metro-areas-with-shriveling-economies-photo-1393004320659.html?ref=gs
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/517588511732202
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrinking_cities_in_the_United_States
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/517566968401023
http://isites.harvard.edu/fs/docs/icb.topic1377262.files/Urbanization/Baum-Snow.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/516965638461156
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Nola tearing down the elevated I-10 over Claiborne? July 24,2009 article by Randy Simes for UrbanCincy. 

Tearing down a major interstate highway through the heart of a major metropolitan area sounds crazy 

right? Wrong. Past case studies have shown that this has been done in places like San Francisco, Milwaukee 

and Portland, and has resulted in higher qualities of life and with little to no harm caused to driving times. 

(Loop-It post 8.9.2015) 

Observation Deck: How Tearing Up Highways Could Make Better Cities YouTube video published on Dec 

27, 2012.  I'm thinking about what could happen if we tear up some of those ribbons of roads and start over 

again. We might end up with better cities. 

Houston's Urban Interstate Debate: Transform, or Tear Down? May 7, 2015 article by Eric Jaffe for Citylab 

(Loop-It post July 30, 2015) 

Kyle Shelton: Death of the Urban Expressway? YouTube video. Published on Jun 17, 2015 During the post-

WWII period, urban expressways were a vital link from the suburbs to a city's downtown core. Now they are 

crumbling, and in need of major repair. As Toronto decides the fate of the Gardiner Expressway, similar 

debates are happening in other cities, including across the United States. The Agenda asks, what lessons can 

Toronto learn from other cities? 

How to Fix Our Interstates, Hint: Not with more asphalt. By Reihan Salam. July 29,2015 article for Slate. 

(Loop-It post July 30,2015) This is a good article to describe the impacts of expressways cutting through 

cities. 

What Other Cities Learned Despite years of roadblocks and opposition, these five tore down highways 

and reaped the rewards. BY PETER SIMEK for D MAGAZINE MAY 2014(Loop-It post July 27,2015). Here is an 

article from "D" [Dallas] Magazine that describes 5 case studies of cities that have removed destructive 

expressways to witness traffic congestion evaporate and value return to parts of the cities that were 

destroyed by destructive expressways cutting the heart of cities. 

Louisiana money leaders want firms to adjust the state's ratings from negative to stable to boost bond 

sales for I-49 expansion near Lafayette by Mark Ballard. July 21, 2015 article for The Advocate. (Loop-It 

post July 22, 2015) Seems officials at both ends of the state have plans for using the state Unclaimed 

Property Fund to pay for bond debt for I-49. What do you think will receive priority, the over $3 billion need 

to construct I-49 south of Lafayette to NOLA, or $500 million for 3.5 miles of redundant destructive 

expressway proposed by NLCOG for Shreveport? 

How railroads, highways and other man made lines racially divide American Cities. July 16, 2015 article by 

Emily Badger and Darla Cameron for the Washington Post.  Shreveport Louisiana is one of the cities 

featured in this article (Loop-It post 7.17.2015) 

Compelling Evidence That Wider Lanes Make City Streets More Dangerous. May 27,2015 article by Angie 

Schmitt for StreetsBlog. The “forgiving highway” approach to traffic engineering holds that wider is safer 

when it comes to street design. After decades of adherence to these standards, American cities are now 

criss-crossed by streets with 12-foot wide lanes. As Walkable City author Jeff Speck argued in CityLab last 

year, this is actually terrible for public safety and the pedestrian environment. A new study reinforces the 

argument that cities need to reconsider lane widths and redesign streets accordingly. (Loop-It post May 28, 

2015) 

http://www.urbancincy.com/2009/07/nola-tearing-down-the-elevated-i-10-over-claiborne/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/516944931796560
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LElDzGaVZXw#action=share
http://www.citylab.com/commute/2015/05/houstons-urban-interstate-debate-transform-or-tear-down/392546/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/513095552181498
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_TFiI8Y2eY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/politics/2015/07/interstate_highway_system_how_to_fix_a_broken_expensive_harmful_system.html?wpsrc=sh_all_dt_tw_top
http://www.slate.com/authors.reihan_salam.html
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/513000782190975
http://www.dmagazine.com/publications/d-magazine/2014/may/what-other-cities-learned-tearing-down-highways?single=1
http://www.dmagazine.com/publications/d-magazine/2014/may/what-other-cities-learned-tearing-down-highways?single=1
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/511924442298609
http://theadvocate.com/news/12973520-125/louisiana-money-leaders-plea-for
http://theadvocate.com/news/12973520-125/louisiana-money-leaders-plea-for
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/510199495804437
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/510199495804437
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/07/16/how-railroads-highways-and-other-man-made-lines-racially-divide-americas-cities/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/508295845994802
http://usa.streetsblog.org/2015/05/27/compelling-evidence-that-wider-lanes-make-city-streets-more-dangerous/#.VWeK1eY5Xuw.facebook
http://usa.streetsblog.org/author/angie/
http://usa.streetsblog.org/author/angie/
http://www.pps.org/blog/what-can-we-learn-from-the-dutch-self-explaining-roads/
http://www.citylab.com/design/2014/10/why-12-foot-traffic-lanes-are-disastrous-for-safety-and-must-be-replaced-now/381117/
http://www.citylab.com/design/2014/10/why-12-foot-traffic-lanes-are-disastrous-for-safety-and-must-be-replaced-now/381117/
https://www.academia.edu/12488747/Narrower_Lanes_Safer_Streets_Accepted_Paper_for_CITE_Conference_Regina_2015_
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/487091748115212
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/487091748115212
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Would the I-49 connector revitalize Allendale? April 12, 2015 article Alexandria Burris for the Shreveport 

Times (Loop-It post April 13, 2015) How can those entrusted to lead transportation planning and economic 

development not understand the reality of inner city expressways? In this Times article a New Orleans 

Architect and a former Milwaukee Mayor are reaching out to community leadership attempting to help 

Shreveport see the truth and avoid learning the hard way.  

Inner-city residents gain momentum in blocking expressway The judge found the Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS) deficient in 3 areas: (1)Failure to consider social and economic effects associated with 

expanding highway capacity while transit declines, (2) Failure to consider effects on air quality, (3) Failure to 

consider growth inducing effects. (Loop-It post 3.19.2015) 

What are the Motivations behind the NLCOG I-49 Connector? After a phone conversation 1.28.13 with 

state FHWA representatives Robert Mahoney and Charles Harkless I followed up with the email below. I 

have not received a response and the question bolded in the email still deserves an answer. Who is behind 

promoting this destructive project after the community twice turned it down? (Loop-It post 2.13.2015) 

The Interstate Service Plaza – A Stepchild of Travel Architecture Although he does not weigh in on the 

issue of US interstates cutting through cities against the wisdom of designers like Robert Geddes, who 

envisioned the US system in the 1940’s, he does provide important insights concerning the poor land use 

and development patterns that work at cross purposes to the purpose of the US interstate system, rapid 

travel between cities. (Loop-It post 2.25.2014) 

Discovering the Cost of Sprawl – American Parking Requirements. An August 30, 2013  post on SSTI by Eric 

Sundquist shares a parking requirements study for US cities and finds that requirements are adding costs to 

housing and retail purchases. Much of this overabundance of surface parking lots is the result of zoning 

criteria that fuels outward low-density growth patterns and shifts costs to citizens that elect alternative 

transportation options. Here is a link to the post, American Parking Requirements: Massive (Mostly), 

Arbitrary, and Costly. (Loop-It post 9.3.2013) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.shreveporttimes.com/story/news/local/2015/03/21/environmental-process-inner-city-connector-underway/25163103/
http://www.shreveporttimes.com/staff/25855/alexandria-burris/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/469364819887905
https://apinfrastructure21.wordpress.com/2013/06/18/judge-agrees-with-inner-city-residents-about-negative/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/458873810937006
https://apinfrastructure21.wordpress.com/2013/02/14/what-are-the-motivations-behind-the-nlcog-i-4/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/447471805410540
https://apinfrastructure21.wordpress.com/2014/02/25/the-interstate-service-plaza-a-stepchild-of-travel-architecture/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/4037093783786
https://apinfrastructure21.wordpress.com/2013/09/03/discovering-the-cost-of-sprawl-american-parking-requirements/?fb_source=pubv1
http://www.ssti.us/
http://www.ssti.us/2013/08/american-parking-requirements-massive-mostly-arbitrary-and-costly/
http://www.ssti.us/2013/08/american-parking-requirements-massive-mostly-arbitrary-and-costly/
https://www.facebook.com/LoopIt49/posts/224400761050980

